       Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #19
                *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Diane & Leon Shaffer; *Gerry Wiest, (Home.); Barbara Lauver, (surgery); Ellie Baker, (daughter of Ken & Judy Baker, Jane Baker’s granddaughter); Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Arletta Thomas; Gary Fetterhoff; Sue Maichle; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Betty Sweigard; Justin Hoffman
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                  MAY 15, 2022
     Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Pastor Shawn Bentley - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Speaker
Norine Goss, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
May 15, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                         Ed Dobbin                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  The Word of God is planted in our hearts.
P:  May our hearts be receptive to the Word.
      L:  The Love of God rains down on us.
P:  May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.
L:  The Breathe of God blows softly within us.
P:  May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s spirit as we worship in this time and place.  AMEN.
 
*Hymn -        “Trust and Obey”                           Page 349
*Invocation                                                             Liturgist                      
Loving God, we come to worship today because we love you, and we want to love you more, we want to know you more. We come to worship needing love in our lives: love for family, friends, strangers, enemies. In this hour of worship, touch our hearts, fill our hearts, open our hearts to your love which passes all understanding. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Exodus 14:2                    (See Insert)  Sue Faust      
Psalm 86:11-13, 15-17   (Responsively)   (See Insert)    Liturgist
New Testament:  Romans 8:18                (See Insert)  Dave Novinger  
Hymn -            “God Will Take Care of You”       Page 47
Scripture: *N. Test.: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 (See Insert)    Liturgist       
Sermon:               “Just Stay Calm”        Pastor Shawn Bentley
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)      Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “O That Will Be Glory”               Page 539 
*Benediction                                                       Liturgist
Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there for a purpose.  Go and spread his message of love to everyone. Amen
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 15th the Fifth Sunday of Easter! Masks are not required but are encouraged if anyone feels vulnerable. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Shawn Bentley for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker today May 15th! 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

SUPPLY PASTORS FOR MAY:
   Sunday May 15th:  Pastor Shawn Bentley

   Sunday May 22nd:  To be announced

   Sunday May 29th:   Rev. Kristine Heckard

                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
May 15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Pastor Shawn Bentley
May 18 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

May 22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               To be announced
LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN are to be returned by next Sunday May 22nd.  Don’t forget to return your baby bottles!
LAY READERS: May 15 - Sue Faust, Dave Novinger; May 22 - Carol Knight, Ed Dobbin; May 29 - Norine Goss, To be announced. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: May 15 - Sharon Fetterhoff; May 22 - Ed Dobbin; May 29 - Marie Herb. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 8 was 36. 

Face book views for May 8 as of May 11 were 28.
No FaceBook views for May 1 due to technical difficulties.
SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test. - Exodus 14:2 (NLT)
2 “Order the Israelites to turn back and camp by Pi-hahiroth between Migdol and the sea. Camp there along the shore, across from Baal-zephon.
2nd Reading - Psalm 86:11-13, 15-17 (Responsive) (NLT)
11 Teach me your ways, O Lord,
    that I may live according to your truth!
 Grant me purity of heart,  
12 With all my heart I will praise you, O Lord my God.
    I will give glory to your name forever.
13 for your love for me is very great.
    You have rescued me from the depths of death.
15 But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy,
   slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and     

   faithfulness.

16 Look down and have mercy on me.
    Give your strength to your servant;
    save me, the son of your servant.
17 Send me a sign of your favor.
    Then those who hate me will be put to shame,
    for you, O Lord, help and comfort me.
3rd Reading - N. Test. Romans 8:18 (NLT)
The Future Glory
18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later.
*4th Reading - Sermon: N. Test.  - 2 Corinthians 1:3-7  (NLT )                                                    
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ. 6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things we suffer. 7 We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives us.
History of Hymn “O That Will Be Glory”  

    Charles Hutchinson Gabriel, (Aug. 18, 1856 – Sept. 14, 1932), wrote “O That Will Be Glory”, a song that describes that time and place when we shall see Him as He is and be like Him.  He wrote the text and the tune (Glory Song).  He had a keen interest in music as a lad, basically self-taught with no benefit of a single formal music lesson; he began teaching singing schools at age sixteen. Charles Hutchinson Gabriel was perhaps the premier gospel song writer at the turn of the twentieth century. One song he published in 1900 in a book called Make His Praise Glorious used words from Psalm 66:2 “Sing about the glory of his name! Tell the world how glorious he is.” (NLT) He is said to have written and/or composed between 7,000 and 8,000 songs, many of which are available in 21st century hymnals. He used several pseudonyms, including Charlotte G. Homer, H. A. Henry, and S. B. Jackson. “In 1890 he moved to San Francisco, CA, where he was music director of the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church.  However, after two years there, he settled in Chicago, IL, to work in music publishing and from 1895 to 1912 published a number of hymn collections. 
     One of Gabriel’s good friends was Ed Card, a minister with the Sunshine Rescue Mission in St. Louis, MO.  Card’s ever-smiling expression earned him the nickname, “Old Glory Face,” and during a sermon, he would often say, “Glory,” instead of “Amen,” to express his agreement.  Also, it was his custom to close his prayers with a reference to heaven, saying, “And that will be glory for me.”   It was this recurring statement of Card’s faith, hope, and joy that moved Gabriel to produce this hymn.  It first appeared in a publication entitled Make His Praise Glorious, compiled in 1900 and published by Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921; see #548).  He also provided words and/or music for “An Evening Prayer,” “Higher Ground,” “Only in Thee,” “I Stand Amazed,” “Where the Gates Swing Outward Never,” “God Is Calling the Prodigal,” “All Things Are Ready (Come to the Feast),” “Only a Step,” “The Way of the Cross Leads Home,” “Harvest Time,” “Jesus, Rose of Sharon,” “I Will Not Forget Thee,” “He Lifted Me,” “Send the Light,” and “More Like the Master.”

      “O That Will Be Glory,” which has been translated into many languages and dialects, was said to be the most popular hymn that Homer Alvin Rodeheaver ever led for a Billy Sunday meeting, and the copyright was renewed by Rodeheaver in 1928.  In all, Gabriel helped edit some 95 songbooks, including The New Christian Hymn Book in 1907 with T. B. Larimore for the Gospel Advocate Co., plus other musical works and numerous books on musical instruction, and remained with Rodeheaver until his death in Los Angeles, CA, on Sept. 15, 1932.       

 It tells us why heaven will be a place of glory.

Hymn story of “ Trust and Obey”  (Pg. 349)

   John H. Sammis was the writer of the Christian hymn Trust and Obey in 1887 with music composed by Daniel Towner the year before.  Sammis was born in 1846, in Brooklyn, New York and died in 1919 in Los Angeles, California. A man of business who later turned to preaching for a Presbyterian church, John Sammis additionally wrote the popular hymn He's a Friend of Mine. He also was a teacher at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

  Many people grew up singing this familiar gospel song in Sunday School classes, worship services, revival meetings and other gatherings of the church. Gospel songs often take a kernel of Scripture and weave a personal or first- person reflection around the chosen passage. We are not sure of the text upon which the author, John H. Sammis (1846-1919), based his hymn. Some sources suggest 1 John 1:7, but, as UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young points out, there does not appear to be any substantial resemblance to this passage and the content of the hymn. Hymnologist Kenneth W. Osbeck cites 1 Samuel 15:22: “And Samuel said, ‘Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken better than the fat of rams.’” 
   The hymn was inspired in 1886 when the composer of the music, Daniel B. Towner (1850-1919), was the music leader during one of Dwight L. Moody’s famous revivals. Towner provided the following account cited by Moody’s musical partner, Ira D. Sankey, in his biography, My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns: “Mr. Moody was conducting a series of meetings in Brockton, Massachusetts, and I had the pleasure of singing for him there. One night a young man rose in a testimony meeting and said, ‘I am not quite sure—but I am going to trust, and I am going to obey.’ I just jotted that sentence down, and sent it with a little story to the Rev. J. H. Sammis, a Presbyterian minister. He wrote the hymn, and the tune was born.” Sammis is said to have composed the lines of the refrain upon receiving the letter:
“Trust and obey—for there’s no other way To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”
      Link to Hymn “Trust and Obey”   (Pg. 349)

https://youtu.be/uEoHY7AV0ek 
Link for hymn: “O That Will Be Glory”  (Page 539):    
https://youtu.be/nZxcU9ZAPh0?t=1 (words on screen, no singing)

https://youtu.be/lvnHDzfGm2A (singing, no words on screen)

Link to hymn:  “God Will Take Care of You”   (Pg. 47)
https://youtu.be/mdXIM9eqcC4?t=1 

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM

GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.
History of hymn “God Will Take Care of You”  (Pg. 47)
     Civilla Durfee Martin (1866-1948) was born in Nova Scotia and died in Atlanta, Georgia. Martin was the daughter of James N. and Irene Harding Holden. She was a schoolteacher with a modest musical training. She and her husband, Walter Stillman Martin (1862-1935), often wrote gospel songs for revival meetings. “God Will Take Care of You” is an example of their collaboration. Walter Stillman Martin was a Baptist minister who received his education at Harvard. He later became a member of the Disciples of Christ, teaching at Atlantic Christian College (Now Barton College) in Wilson, North Carolina, and, before moving to Atlanta in 1919, a location that became the base for revivals that he held throughout the United States.

Civilla Martin also penned the text of “His Eye Is On the Sparrow” (1905), set to music by the well-known gospel song composer Charles Gabriel (1856-1932), and made famous by Ethel Waters (1896-1977) in the play “The Member of the Wedding” and later as a part of the Billy Graham Crusades. Another hymn by the Martins, “The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power” (1912), seems to have inspired Andraé Crouch (1942-2015) and his composition by the same name in 1962.

     “God Will Take Care of You” (1904) has its own power, however, and is known throughout the world. Hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck describes the background of the hymn’s composition:

“It was composed while the Martins were spending several weeks as guests at the Practical Bible Training School at Lestershire, New York, where Mr. Martin was involved in helping the president of the school, John A. Davis, prepare a songbook. The Reverend W. Stillman Martin, a well-known Baptist evangelist, was invited to preach at a church some distance from the Bible school. 
That Sunday morning, Mrs. Martin became suddenly ill, making it impossible for her to accompany her husband to his speaking engagement. Mr. Martin seriously considered cancelling his speaking assignment, since it would be needful for him to be gone from her for a 
History of hymn “God Will Take Care of You” (Pg. 47) (Continued) 
considerable time. Just then, however, their young son spoke up and said, ‘Father, don’t you think that if God wants you to preach today, He will take care of Mother while you are away?’”

Walter Martin preached that Sunday and returned that evening to find his wife much improved. In fact, while he had been gone, she prepared a new text that was inspired by their son’s statement just before her husband left that morning. Before retiring to bed that evening, Walter wrote the music to his wife’s text. Civilla Martin 
describes the composition: “’God will take care of you’ was written on Sunday afternoon while my husband went to a preaching appointment. When he returned, I gave the words to him. He immediately sat down to his little Bilhorn organ and wrote the music. That evening, he and two of the teachers sang the completed song. It was then printed in the songbook he was compiling for the school.” That songbook appears to have been Songs of Redemption and Praise (1905), compiled by Walter Martin and the President of the school, John Davis.

While Mrs. Martin may have been inspired by her son’s observation on that Sunday morning, it is quite possible that she was also aware of other texts with the phrase “God will take care of you” as well. Gospel hymn writer Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) had written a text with music composed by musical evangelist Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908). This composition appeared in 1890, fourteen years before the Martins composed their song. Then, British hymn writer Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) also composed a text that began with the same line. The complete first line of this hymn, “God will take care of you all thro’ the day,” bears a striking resemblance to Martin’s refrain, “God will take care of you, Thru every day . . ..”

Though the hymns by Fanny Crosby and Frances Havergal may have been familiar to Civilla Martin’s, her composition is distinct. All of them may have been inspired by a common passage of Scripture, I Peter 5:7: “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (KJV). Furthermore, writers of gospel song texts often borrowed phrases from one another as starting points for their own work. Like so many songs from this genre, the key phrase “God will take care of you” and its variant, “He will take care of you,” are sung often. In this case, if you sang all four stanzas and the refrain, you would sing the title twenty times!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #19       May 15, 2022           Fifth Sunday of Easter
    Pastor Shawn Bentley is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday May 15th.   His Scripture references are different than this devotional in order to allow each service sufficient time to prepare for their message.
   Devotional Meditation Service is presented by Marie Herb. We pray this devotion will bring you closer to God.
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                   

L:  The Word of God is planted in our hearts.
P:  May our hearts be receptive to the Word.
L:  The Love of God rains down on us.
P:  May our souls soak in the wonder of God’s love.
L:  The Breathe of God blows softly within us.
P:  May our minds be stirred by the power of God’s spirit as we worship in this time and place.

Invocation:

Loving God, we come to worship today because we love you, and we want to love you more, we want to know you more. We come to worship needing love in our lives: love for family, friends, strangers, enemies. In this hour of worship, touch our hearts, fill our hearts, open our hearts and minds to your love which passes all understanding. Amen.
	On the Road - Devotional Readings
	Valleys In Service – Readings

	Readings: *indicates sermon text
	Readings: *indicates sermon text

	New Testament: Acts 11:1-18
	Old Testament: Exodus 14:2

	Responsive: Psalm 86:11-13, 15-17
	Responsive: Psalm 86:11-13, 15-17

	New Testament: Revelation 21:1-6
	New Testament: Romans 8:18

	*Gospel: John 13:31-35
	*Gospel: 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

	Sermon title: “Just Stay Calm”
	Sermon title: “Just Stay Calm”


Meditation:

Have you ever watched TV shows about home renovation? There are so many of them today, but I can remember a good one from years past too: "This Old House". I have to admit that I love to see an old house restored. It's an interesting process to see a house that is dilapidated and grungy with years of disuse or abuse, transformed into something uniquely beautiful, giving the home a 'new life' so to speak. Our scriptures today talk about the transformative love of God.

In John 13:31-35, Jesus is beginning a farewell speech to His disciples, preparing them for what is to come, and how they must continue the work He is assigning them. Rather than a "Goodbye" this is more like "Until we meet again." Jesus tells the disciples that He is giving them a new commandment of love; love without conditions, reminding the disciples this is to be their approach with each other and to the lost people they are taking the gospel to. You may be wondering why is this commandment of love new? After all, in Mark 12: 29-31, Jesus spoke of the most important commandment: "The most important one, answered Jesus, is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these."  Then Jesus shows the radical side of this kind of love in Luke 6: 27-28, "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those you curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.."  Loving people where they are does not mean we approve of the sin in their life, but to show them the love and forgiveness of Jesus, and how to be a new creation through Jesus Christ, leaving their former life of sin. But it always is their choice; God loves each person enough to let them choose. 

The scripture verses preceding our text tell of the disciples at the last supper with Jesus. Jesus knows who will betray him; even so, He gives the bread to Judas and tells him, "What you are about to do, do quickly." Can you imagine loving someone who was about to kill you? Now we know that Judas didn't kill Jesus directly, but he put the steps in motion that led Jesus to the cross. Jesus knew this and we see Him 'loving your enemy'. In the following scriptures, Jesus also shows His love for Peter, telling Peter that he will betray Him. Of course, Peter denies this would ever happen, but it does happen, and Peter feels the crushing weight of knowing he betrayed Jesus too. Jesus' love for us is unconditional. Even though Judas betrayed Jesus, He still loved him; even though Peter would deny knowing Jesus, He loved him fully. Jesus looks at us in this same way, knowing the things we have done or will do that betray Him, and yet He does not look at those things (sin) - He looks at us.  This radical new love commandment is meant for us to love others just like Jesus does. This love will reveal who we follow, who we belong to - Jesus Christ our Lord.  I'm reminded of the hymn, "They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love".  Can people see this love in us?  Our Heavenly Father does not expect us to do this all on our own. Jesus told the disciples that after He departed, the Father would send the Holy Spirit to all believers to guide, teach, encourage, empower and mediate the comforting presence of Christ. 

Several weeks ago, Pastor Dave talked about the love of the Father in the story of the prodigal son. Even the pain of a wayward son saying through his actions, "I love the world instead of you, Dad," could not stop the love of the Father from expectantly waiting for this son to return. And when the son returned, the Father rejoiced and welcomed him home as though nothing had come between them.  In another parable, Jesus told of the Good Samaritan, who did not know the injured man, yet loved him by action through tending his wounds and taking him someplace to recover in safety. And he didn't even stop at that: he paid for the man to remain in that safe shelter and promised to pay for any additional care the man may need. THAT IS LOVE IN ACTION WITHOUT CONDITIONS. The good Samaritan didn't know the injured man's past nor where he came from (was he a Jew, was he a gentile?), none of that mattered, only loving him in a way that was urgently needed. We must love like this.

In Acts chapter 11, we see that Peter is explaining his actions to other Jewish believers who do not quite understand the new commandment of love that Jesus had called them (and us) to do. Peter had received a vision from God, in which a sheet including all types of animals (unclean animals according to Jewish purity laws) was lowered and God told Peter, "Get up, Peter, kill and eat." Peter replied, "Surely not, Lord!" going on to say, "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean."  The Lord responded, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."  This would prepare Peter for meeting Cornelius', a centurion who feared God and desired to live righteously, but knew there was something missing - he needed to know about Jesus. Peter would go to Cornelius' house, under the revelation that God had brought salvation to the Jews first, but this salvation would be taken to everyone, including gentiles-those previously deemed "unclean". Salvation was not solely kept for the Jewish people. Previously, a foreigner or gentile could be accepted by God if they followed all the Mosaic Law and purity observances, but now all of that is changed: faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and the blood of His atonement bring a person into God's family, not by strict observances. Peter told all who were in the house of Cornelius the good news of Jesus: who He was, His death on the cross and His resurrection, all for the forgiveness of sins through Jesus' name to those who believe. The Holy Spirit came upon those gentile believers just as it happened to the disciples. God would use Peter and the other apostles to pull together in unity, through Christ, two people groups that had been separated for eons: Jews and Gentiles. This was worthy of rejoicing and praising God, to know that God's offer of eternal life was a gift to anyone who believed in Jesus Christ. 

When we receive Christ, we become a new creation in Him. In Revelation 21:1-6, God is speaking of a new heaven and a new earth, a complete transformation of what currently exists. This will be our eternal home after the resurrection. In this day and age, we see so much division and dissension among various people that it can be difficult at times to envision a time when all believers will be completely united without all the destructive things that exist in our world today. 

But scripture reveals God's plan of redemption in amazing ways. The book of Genesis and the book of Revelation are intertwined in the theme of new beginnings and the end of brokenness. God wiped out all wickedness in the flood of Genesis, and we read in Revelation that He will also put an end to all wickedness and evil in the future, restoring order, beauty, and peace to His children. God's love is transformative beyond our understanding, creating 'beauty from ashes'. In the new heaven and earth of Revelation 21, sin no longer exists. All God's children will live in a perfect environment free from death, pain, fear, worry, tears, and everything that has held people captive. We will live in constant communion with our Heavenly Father, as the Bride of Christ. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, assuring us "It is done!" This is a promise to the faithful of our eternal inheritance with Christ, of a new world where God lives with us. Hallelujah!  Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)  

Our Heavenly Father, we praise You for all that You are. Your love and forgiveness is a gift beyond measure. Forgive us, Lord, when we have taken this for granted and not responded to You in a way that honors You.  Help us Lord, to love others in the way that Jesus loves us, even those who come against us. Father, by Your Precious Holy Spirit, give us the way to respond in love to every situation and to forgive as You forgive.  Lord, You created everything that exists in the heavens and the earth. God, Your glorious creativity brings zest to our lives; help us to not take for granted how You provide for each part of your creation. We thank you, LORD.  Father, we pray for Your guidance concerning divisions among people in this land, and other parts of the world.  Flood the world with Your Holy Spirit Lord, igniting revival and bringing healing to all nations of the earth. Empower us to work by Your side and in accordance to Your perfect will. Father, we pray for those who are struggling with life due to illnesses, addictions, loss of love ones, or loss of stability. In all these things, our prayer is for Your loving touch and healing power to give them hope in their time of need. Help them to feel Your Presence Lord and to know that their struggles are not unnoticed by You.  Lord, may your name be glorified throughout the earth. 

Let all creation Praise the name of the LORD. Praise the LORD!   Amen

 [The Lord’s Prayer]…. Amen.

Benediction:  

Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there for a purpose.  Go and spread his message of love to everyone. Amen
